THE PLOT: GERMAN OR- 
ENGLISH ?. 


(AS PASSED BY CENSOR.) 


HE staunchest leaders of our small nationality and 
the toremost champions of our rights having been 
idnapped and imprisoned, I feel it is incumbent 


on us: who are: yet left to raise our voices in 


defence of our absent leaders, to protest against 
this latest infringement of natural justice and liberty. Even 
if we were not filled with a sense of loyalty and gratitude 
to those who have made the Irish question a European issue, 
common prudence wou'd dictate to us the duty of arraigning 
before the wo ld the conduct of a Government which once 
more in its history is striving to brand the patriotism of an 
oppressed nation as a ‘criminal intrigue,”’ which refuses 
the most elementary rights of fair play and liberty to those 
whose opposition it finds inconvenient, which ‘first locks up 
men-and women’ and then defames and libels them when 
they are defenceless in pmson, which employs an iniquitous 
“censorship to stifle public criticism. This first rotind in the 
conscription contest concerns every one of us. 

Nam tua res agrtur paries cum proximius ardet. For 
what else is this deportation but the first instalment of the 
press-gang methods? “A ‘hundred Irish men and women 
have been conscripted into English prisons. Fix your eyes 
‘on that fact; the rest is mere ruse. 

Un the 18th May, 1918, the Government issued a state- 
ment that certain Irishmen had *‘ entered into treasonable 
communication with the German enemy.’’ Hence ‘drastic 
measures must be taken to put down.this German Plot, 
which measures will be solely directed against that Plot.” 
Simultaneously about a hundred of the’ Irish leaders, most 
prominent in’ the opposition to conscription, were arrested 
and deported. Irishmen were not surprised; many of us 
erecalled the fact that on the:morning of the second reading 
of the Coercion Bill, 28th April, 1887,-the Times published 
a forged letter implicating Parnell-in the Phoenix Park 
murder. Two days later Lord Salisbury declared in ea 
speech: ‘‘ Mr. Parnell belongs to a party, a large wing of 
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which was worked by murder, and which has been supported 
by contributions from those who advocated political 
assassination.’’ The Times and the Tories were at once 
convinced by the charge—as they are to-day. 

Orn 20th May the National Conference in the Mansion 
House gave the lie direct to the English Government. They 
described the proclamation and kidnapping as ‘‘ an attempt 
to discredit and disrupt Ireland’s united resistance to con- 
scription,’’ ‘‘a wicked plot.of Efiglish politicians to retrieve 
themselves from, their broken pledges to Ireland.”? This 
was a clear challenge to England to substantiate the charge. 
Recollect that this charge was perfectly definite, namely, 
" treasonable communication with the German enemy,’’ and 
made against certain definite people, namely, Messrs. De 
Valera, Griffith and the others whose arrest was 
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a measure 
solely directed against . that plot.’222In examining the 
Governmentis reply it is well to bear this simple fact in 
mind. 

It is also well to be clear as to what constitutes *‘ treason- 
able communication.’’ It was obviously “* treasonable,”’ 
for instance, when Mr. Chambers, Solicitor-General for 
Ireland, intimated that he was in negotiation with the 


German Chancellor for the transfer of Ulster, and declared 


that if English George signed the Home Rule Bill he was ~ 


for German William. Such a boast was treason not only 
to England but to Ireland. And if it is proved that any of 
the deportees ever expressed a determination to hand Irelane 
over to Germany, well, the Government will have made 
good peint. Also it was highly treasonable when the Jrisi, 
Churchman for 14th November, 1913, declared : 

We have the offer of aid from a powerful continental 
monarch who, if Home Rule is forced on the Protestants 
of Ireland, is prepared to send an army sufficient to- 
release England of any further. trouble in Ireland by 
attaching it to his dominion. .... And should our 
King sign the Home Rule Bill, the Protestants of 
{reland will welcome this continental deliverer as their 
forefathers under similar circumstances did once before. 

And if the Government can quote from Sinn Fein papers 
similar Open avowals of welcoming the Kaiser, they will 
have scored another strong point. And, since the Germans 
have not landed, all ‘‘ treasonable communications ” must 
consist of such contingent negotiations and agreements. . 
We may raise the question, Is the landing of arms and 
ammunition ‘‘ treasonable communication ?’? Now obviously 


the important point here is the acceptante of arms no matter 
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from where they have come.. Eyery sane person knows 
that the Irish Volunteers would be as glad to accept rifles 
from His Majesty’s Forces as from the Kaiser’s; and as 
a matter of fact, in the past they did import arms from 
Belgium. In ig14, it is well to remind ourselves, the 
““Fanny “' brought a shipload of arms from Hamburg te 
Larne; and the landing was connived at by admirals, 
generals, coastguards, police, postal officials and _tele- 
graphists. There was no proclamation, there were no 
arrests. . The Ulster Volunteers still possess those arms. 
Fhe Irish Wolunteers, to whom a different ‘law is adminis- 
tered, are naturally anxious to be able to defend themselves, 
they would welcome the advent of rifles and ammunition. 
It is better to state this frankly, for disavowal would be 
contemptible and absurd. In view of possible contingencies 
such as unjust and inhuman laws, mindful of the lessons 
of the Curragh Mutiny and the Carsonite campaign, the 
Volunteers feel perfectly justified in being ready. If this 
is ‘* treasonable communication,’’ three-quarters of the Irish 
nation will have to be deported. But still, let us grant the 
view that what is.zeal in N.E. Ulster is treason elsewhere. 
Let us concede that the Government will have proved some- 
thing tangible if they show that the deportees have actually 
imported arms from Germany. 

After these preliminary considerations, let us proceed to 
examine the Government case as published on 25th May. 
For convenience I will analyse it in numbered sections. 

I. The events prior to’ Easter, 1916, ‘‘can be told with 
some detail.”’ So they can. But who asked the Castle 
authorities to write an Irish history? They have hanged 
Casement—are they not satished with their work? ' The 
communications of Bernsdorff, Von Jagow, and Devoy may 
—if genuine—be an interesting contribution to history. But 
no one expects Lord French and Mr. Shortt to engage in 
writing dissertations. They have arrested certain definite 
men and women—not : Betnsdorff and Jagow but Messrs. 
De Valera, Griffith and others—and they have charged them 
with a definite plot or conspiracy. We want proofs of this, 
and of this alone, against these men and women and against 
no others. References to past history are irrelevant bluff. 
The English Government did its best—or its worst—in 
1916; some Irishmen were shot, others were imprisoned but 
have lone since been released. That account is closed. 
And even if it were not, what have the doings of Germans 
and Americans got to do with the question? Are we to 





infer that Count Plunkett is taken as hostage for Count 
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Bernsdorff, De Valera for Von Jagow? More probably, 
this incursion -into ancient history—not ancient enough ‘to 
include the voyage of the ‘“‘ Fanny’’ from Hamburr to 
Larne—is made with the sole object of poisoning the x sells 
of creating an initial prejudice. It is like raking up’a man’ 
past in a law suit; worse still, it is raking up other people’ 
past and attributing it to one’s opponents in order to pre- 
judice the jury. 

Il. Let us get, then, to business. After this irrelevant 
historical intreduction given ‘‘in some details,’’ let us pro- 
ceed tothe real details, to the actual charges @gainst the 
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actual men. .... J rub my eyes, what do I'read? ‘A 
full statement of Ben facts and documents in possession of 
the Government’’ “‘ would not be in the public interest.” 


The public-interest! © With.a unanimous shout the’ Irish 
Nation has branded the English Government as a cowardly, 
tyrannical liar and challenged the production af proofs. 
After a week’s delay we are told that it is not in the public 
interest! Not in the public interest thdt untried men should 
be allowed a trial; not in the public interest that a definite 
charge should. be clearly formulated against the pet 
leaders.of.a nation, not in the public interest that-a Govern- 
ment branded as a hypocrite and.a liar before all ‘Europe 

should rebut the charge. 
On the very day on which this document was issued Mr: 
Lloyd George declared at Edinburgh that many Irishmen 
Had entered into a conspiracy... to stab Britain 


in the back whilst-the whdle of her attention and 
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strength centred on the struggle to deliver those* 


enslaved ‘nationalities. The whole story . . .. will be 
- complete ina few days. I have seen the evidence 
Much of it cannot be published without endangering 
the public safety, because it gives away the ‘source of 
our information; and no taunts will drive us to the pub- 
“ lication of that part of the evidence. = 
What a picture—poor Britannia with all her attention and 
strength centred on her efferts to deliver the enslaved 
nationalities of Europe, stabbed in the back by this imp of 
an enslaved nationality next door! .What a terrible’ crime 
Ireland has committed.against the sacred cause of Belgium, 
Alsace, Lorraine, Poland, Bosnia, Bohemia, Esthonia! 
This is by the way, what J am now: Considering. is Mr. 
‘George’s pronouncement: ‘‘I have seen the evidence.’ 
That settles it, of course. Who would question the word 
of the man who by a clear division in the House of Commons 
decided that General Maurice was a liar? The war, the 
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g-r-reat war, let us get on with the was. The Prime 
Minister is too busy to be expected to produce: evidence 
against every disgruntled general or malcontent nation. Let 
us give them a good knock-out-blow, let us retire the 
general on a very small pension, let us deport the national 
leaders. Mr. Lloyd George is quite firm. ‘‘ No taunts will 
drive’ him into proving his charges against the’ Irish 
leaders. He has seeh the evidence; we must take his werd. 

His word! We are dumb. Somehow we thought that 
it was his word that happened to be on trial. The word of 
a professor of lying, that he does not lie! 

ITT. Let us be thankful, however, for small mercies. The 
Government, after a week’s meditation, has issued at least 
some statements to justify its action. 

First we have some-+references: to. communications, : not, 
mind you, between the deportees and Germany, but between 
Germans in Washington and Germans in Berlin! Letters 
found.on a dead German from his spouse in Pomerania will 
soon be regarded as sufficient evidence to deport an [rish- 
man! And notice also that we have no proof whatever of 
the authenticity of these letters, neither are we given any 
direct quotations. Anyway here they are. Berlin to 
Washington, 17th June, 1916: Germany was perfectly ready 
to give further help. Bernsdorff, 25th July: The Irish 
rebels were reorganising, ‘‘ their lack of money had been, 
remedied by shim.’’ Bernsdorff, 8th September: submits 
proposals for fresh rising. “Zimmerman, 31st December, 
1916: proposes to land munitions {as at Larne] but not | 
troops. Bernsdorff, 18th January, 1917: his Irish [American] 
committee declined the proposal as without German troops 
a rising would be useless. Finis. 

So this is. the mouse which comes forth after all the 
parturition pains of the Castle mountain! Because Berns- 
dorff wrote this and Zimmerman wrote that, Arthur Griffith 
is now lodged in Gloucester Prison and Mme. Markievicz 
lies in Holloway Gaol. And when these intercommunications 
between Germans and Germans were being carried on, 
Messrs. De Valera, Griffith and most of those now im- 
_ prisoned were in gaol! These alleged letters range front 
17th June, 1916; to.18th January, 1917, and during that 
whole time most of’the victims of the latest coup d’état were 
guarded by English bayonets in English prisons. And only 
on sth June, 1917, five months after the cessation of this 
allezéd correspondence, was a general amnesty declared and 
the Irish prisoners liberated. 

Was there evér a more signal travesty of justice and 
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decency? To, justify the sudden arrest of Messrs. De 
Valera, Griffith and about four score other Irish men and 
women, the English Government produces—no, only alleges 
a correspondence between Herren Zimmerman and 
Bernsdorff, which began a month after these Irish men and 
women were deported and ended five months before their 
telease from English gaols. It is necessary once more to 
imprison a few score of mere Irish because while they were 
last in prison, Ireland was referred to in letters 
between Berlin and Washington. 

Lest this alleged correspondence (without quotations) 
might appear, even to the English public, a trifle irrelevant, 
the Government adopts the well-known barristerial dodge of 
beginning with the conclusion which is wanted. ‘‘ It became 
clear very soon after the rising,’’ we are told, “that the 
Sinn Fein leaders were again asking Germany for help.”’ 
‘‘ The traitors !’’ exclaim John and Mrs. Bull, ‘‘ they should 
be shot and not argued with; the Government is too lenient.” 
And why should Mr. Bul! trouble to read any further? 
Didn't he see in the ‘‘ Daily Mirror’? the other day a picture 
of infernal bombs found in the house of a Sinn Feiner? The 


passing 


fellow was courtmartialled—and acquitted. But a mere 


statement stands no chance against a picture which has got 
the start. If you are going to tell a lie at all, let it be a good 
vivid one and let it get a start before the truth. “ Very 
soon after the rising,’’ less than a month in fact, ‘the Sinn 
Fein leaders,’’ that is, of course, these fellows that we 
grabbed last month, “‘ were again asking Germany for help.’’ 
And all this time, for more than a year after the Rising, 
these Sinn Fein leaders were in Frongoch, guarded by 
English warders and soldiers. 

““Oh! but if these fellows weren’t plotting, others were !’’ 
I begin to see light. These fellows are wanted just now; 
if there are no facts to implicate them, so much the worse 
for the facts. 

IV. These letters at least purported to be some kind of 
documentary evidence against someone, and they brought 
us down to January of last year. +» At this point there is 
evidently a lacuna. Qhe Castle imagination rises to the 
occasion. 

After America’s entrance into the war on April 4, 
1917, the line of communication between the German 
Government and the leaders of the Sinn Fein Party was 
temporarily broken, though there is no reason to believe 
that the messenger service devised by John Devoy 
between America and Ireland was affected. A clue to 
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- the new line of communication was subsequently 
obtained and has been actively followed up. 

Notice carefully the insinuation implied in the italicised 

words. The previous section has merely shown—if the 


letters are genuine at all—communications between a Ger- 


man in Washington and a German in Berlin, with references 
to unspecified Irish-Americans. This is now summed up as 
““comniunication between the German Government and 
the leaders of the Sinn Fein Party.”’ The audacious dis- 
honesty almost takes one’s breath away. Sentence after 
sentence of irrelevant: detail, dates on top of dates, letter 
piled on letter, all without the ‘slightest bearing on the one 
concrete issue—and then in one short phrase the whole 
question is begged! And this in a smuggled, underhand 
reference to the interned leaders. This dodge of prefixing 
a long rigmarole and then suddenly assuming that you have 
proved the charge is unworthy of a self-respecting barrister, 
to say nothing of a powerful Government whose veracity is 
on trial. 

Mor€éover, the reference to communications between 
Ireland and America has nothing whatever to do with the 


alleged German Plot. ‘‘ There is no reason to believe ’’ that 


Irish communication with America has been stopped. No, 
indeed. Look at Dr. M‘Cartan and Mrs. Skeffington,; and 
now comes that blessed Lord Mayor. I make the Govern- 
ment a present of this ‘‘ clue.’’ 

V. Now at last, practically towards the end of this precious 
document, we see the first mention of the ‘name of one of the 
deportees—De Valera, the ‘‘ Mr.” Weing discourteously 
omitted. Well, something tangible and relevant at. last. 
Let us hear the proofs of Mr. De Valera’s treasonable con- 
spiracy. They are*to be found in ‘‘ the speeches of the Sinn 
Fein leaders.’’ The conspiracy in speeches! Is the whole 
concoction an elaborate joke? Are we really to understand 
that our leaders and protagonists, to the number of a 
hundred, are suddenly pounced upon for treasonable plots 
and a secret conspiracy because six months ago some of them 
made pwhlic speeches? And if this is not the case, why 
should all this ridiculous padding be put into a document 
which purports to be a serious judicial indictment? To 
justify this wholesale deportation two quotations are given 
from the speeches of One man. Mr. De Valera is stated to 
have said on 27th October, 1917: 

There had-already been too much bloodshed without 
success, and he would never advocate another rebellion 
without hopeful chances of success. They could see no 
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hope of that in the near future, except through a Ger- 
man invasion of England and the landing of troops and 
munitions in Ireland. They should be prepared to leave 
nothing undone towards that end. 

There is absolutely no evidence that Mr. De Valera ever 
used these words. 

I have consulted the files of three papers and I have not 
succeeded in unearthing this quotation.. I wonder is it taken 
from the “mental notes ’’ of some police sergeant? How- 
ever, let us waive the question of authenticity; though we 
should not forget that Mr. De Valera has _ constantly 
protested against the garbled versions of his speeches which 
appeared in the press. -It is a trifle hard to have the Censor. 
deleting phrases and sentences and mangling the context, 
and then to be deported because it sounds naughty. But, 
after all, why need we boggle at the sentences attributed 
to Mr. De Valera? He refuses to advocate another rebellion 
without hopeful chances of success. A very fair and prudent 
position, identical with that of the Irish Party whos@ one 
stock objection to rebellion is its impossibility in view of 
England’s *military might.  ‘* Resistance to the Act of 
Union,’’ said John ‘Redmond in Dublin, 4th September, 
1907, ‘‘ will always remain for us, so long as that Act lasts, 
a sacred duty; and the methods of resistance will remain for 
us merely a question of expediency.’’ Resistance by force - 
of arms, he continued, ‘‘ would be absolutely justifiable if it 
were possible. ’’ That is Mr. De Valera’s conspiracy, it is 
the conspiracy of the Irish Party, of every one of us, it is 
riowhere more conspicuous than in our denial of England’s 
right to conscript us. 

It is utterly unfair and dishonest to single out a quotation, 
alleged to be from a speech of Mr. De Valera’s S;-as af ats 
tenour was in any way exceptional. If in a normally 
governed country a responsible man publicly declared that 
the only argument against rebellion was its inexpediency, we 

might Soabte regard him as anarchistic. But when we 
find every single responsible national spokesman uttering 
this conviction, we conclude that the government of the 
country has not the’ consent of the coverned, but, in John 
Redmond’s phrase, rests on ‘‘naked force and unabashed 
corruption.’’ That is exactly the posifion of Ireland. Not 
a single nationalist will dare to stand up before the people. 
and assert that the English usurpation of this country has 
any. moral validity or right> This position may, from the 
English point of view, be deplorable; but itis a fact. We 
are all agreed that there is no true, rightful, responsible 
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government in Ireland; we differ only in our views of the 
opportune and feasible means of opposing. it. a 
VI. Curiously enough, in a speech at Bailieboro (28th Oct., 
1917}, not quoted in this Government document, Mr. De 
Valera expiained our position in one sentence: *‘ The Sinn 
Fein Party were said to be pro-Germans, but if the Germans 
came to Ireland to hold it, those who were now resisting 
English power would be the first to resist the Germans.”’ . 
And a few weeks later Mr. De Valera declared at Mohill rae 
that England could get from Ireland half-a-million men for 
freeing enslaved nationalities ‘‘on the condition that the 
5 Allies should state exactly what smal! nations they wanted 
to free and gave the earnest of’ thei? sincerity by freeing 
freland.’’ These speeches, which were not -quoted, are the 
real ground of offence. Mr.°De Valera was arrested, not 
because he is pro-German, but because he is so vehemently 
anti-German that he denounces ‘‘ Prussianism”’ everywhere 
and always, not alone in Poland or Esthonia but in Eire, 
not only in swdden invasion but in prolonged military usur= 
pation, in deportations not only from Belgium but from 
freland. Mr. De Valera and. his compeers have been 
arrested, not bécause they are conspirators or plotters, but 
because they are publicists and spokesmen. They are lying 
in English goals because they shouted too loud and not 
because they plotted in secret. . 
I have not yet met an Irish man or woman who did not 
sympathise with Belgium and Poland and every struggling 
little nation in Europe. Our sympathy is- begotten by our 
own fate and: experience; we too know what it is to be 
crushed beneath the iron heel of military despotism: We 
are ready to spring to arms in defence of our sister nations 
—provided we too share in the glorious spoils of such-a 
contest. But what avails it if a nation freé the whole world 
and Jose its own soul? Why should we go crusading 
through Europe and Africa, when here at home we have a 
little nation far dearer to our hearts and sore in need of 
staunch service? Manys-a_ gallant Irish youth Phas 
vowed to die, if needs be, in defence of small nations. 
And, my Masters, if ye wish to know the reason 
why, ye have not far to seek. Conquer the Prussianism in 
your own household, allow self-determination to the nation 
here in your power before fighting for it on behalf of nations 
far away. Until you-do it is in vain that your poets warble 
to us, your statesmen write speeches, your officials issues< .* ~! 
proclamations, your soldiers arrest. It is in vain that you 
geek to canalise our sense of justice into foreign lands. The 
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noble principles invoked by you and your Allies have found. 
a lodgment in Irish hearts which not even the bayonets of 
your soldiery can disturb. : 

VII. We—the Government and myselfi—have almost 
forgotten the real issue before us. We are now nearing 
the end of the document and, let us hope, the beginning of 
a definite charge. Here it is: 

For some considerable time it was difficult to obtain 
accurate information as to the German-Sinn Fein ‘plans, 
but about April, 1918, it was definitely ascertained that 
the plan for landing arms in Ireland was ripe, and that 
the Germans only awaited definite information from 
Ireland as to the time, place and date. .. . . The agent 
actually landed on April 12th and was arrested. 

That is a very gracious admission : ‘‘ For some consider- 
able time ’’ the Government knew nothing of German-Sinn 
Fein plans. By the way, the document has so far failed to 
give the smallest proof that the Government ever did know 
anything or that such ‘‘ plans” have any existence outside 
the brains of G men. ‘‘ About April, 1918,’’—ah! we are 
getting into modern history at last—the Government 
““ definitely ascertained ’’ something. It was really high 
time, considering all the money spent on secret service 
agents and: spies. And what was this something which— 
without a single shred of proof beyond the bald official word 
~~Wwe are assured was ascertained so very definitely? Some 
hideous plot to massacre the King’s subjects? Some secret 
conspiracy to hand Ireland over to the Germans as the 
Orangemen boasted? Some ‘‘treasonable communication 
with the German enemy’ to land troops in Ireland? Oh 
no! None of these things. The Government heard that 
the Irish Volunteers were likely to secure arms as the Ulster 
Volunteers have done!! 

So this is the end of the great “‘ German -Plot.’? The 
Irish Sea Bubble when pricked subsides into an attempt to 


get more.arms. If gun-running is a crime, Orange- 
mené&and Nationalists must plead guilty. But the only 


person who is definitely known to have landed arms 
trom. Germany is Sir Edward Carson, and he has 
not been deported. The Government has not dared 
to. state or even to hint that it has any evidence - 
whatever against a single man or woman whom it has 
deported. Yet this evidence, and this alone, it was -chal- 
lenged to produce. So far from producing it, the Govern- 
ment has not even claimed to possess any such evidence at 
al]. All its hysterical shrieking about a German plot 
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subsided into a suspicion of landing arms, and_ all ‘its 
suspicion has not resulted in a single definite statement. In 
a4 country swarming with soldiers, potice and spies, the 
Castle has been unable to implicate Uefinitely any one single 
individual. It has deported a hundred. 

And this ‘* plan for landing arms ’’ which wa’ “‘ ripe ’’? 
The one definite thing we know about it is that it did not 


come off! All else—the very existence of a plan at all—-: 


has to be taken on the word of the English Government. 
Well, anyway, ‘‘ the agent actually landed.’’ Did he? 
Produce him. Mr. T. V. Honan, of Ennis, has tried in vain 
to say in the press some interesting things concerning the 
mysterious man who landed on the north-west coast of €lare 
from a ‘‘ German” submarine and went straight to the 
nearest police and coastguards. And as for the collapsible 
boat in which he landed, all we know is that from the pub- 
lished description it has been claimed by the Ford Boat Co. ! 
Once more, I ask, what has this faked agent or faked 
boat got to do with the definite charge against a hundred 
definite Irish men and women now lodged in English gaols? 
VIII. Another great charge,against Mr. De Valera is 
thus formulated : 
According to documents found on his person { Mr. ] 
De Valera had worked out in great detail the constitu- 
tion of his rebel arnty and hoped to be able to muster 
half a million trained men. 
I suppose the English Government to be President of the 
Irish Volunteers without having any plan or constitution ! 
Perhaps it was only in April, r918, that the Castle ‘‘definitely 
ascertained ’’ who was the head of the Volunteers! The 
whole point is childishly petulant and absurd. “But once 
more I draw attention to the fact that the ‘‘ documents ’’ 
are not produced and are not even quoted. 
IX. The manifesto is rather shiggledy-piggledy and must 
have been compiled by the Castle office-boy, if there be such 
a personage. I am following it as it stands. ~So I will 


now quote a kind of summary which is here interjected. It 


will at any rate enable us to see what the Government thinks 
it is proving, for I confess for myself that I cannot make 
but the meaning of this ridiculous farrago,.or why it is 
tssued at all—except on the supposition that 

quos Deus vult perdere prius dementat. 

(whom God will destroy He first makes mad.) 


It will thus be seen that negotiations between the» 


Executive of the Sinn Fein organisation and Germany 
have been virtually continued for three and a half years. 
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At first a section of the Irish-Americans was the inter- 
mediary for most of the discussions, but since America’s 
entrance into the war communications with the enemy 
have tended to be more direct. 
ft will thus be seen—what a useful phrase for filling up 
voids in the evidence, what a godsend to the devil’s advocate 
ina bad case! It is a gentle persuasion to see the un- 
provable and to see it thus. Weare not allowed to see for 
ourselves, we are not even asked. to see; no, we are told 
what we“have seen. And what ought all the-loyal citizens 
to see thus, to believe on the evidence so far adduced? Why, 
that negotiations have for three’and a°half years been going” 
on between the Executive of the Sinn Fein organisation and 
Germany. Bernsdorff and Zimmerman have been, or are 
alleged to drave- been, in correspondence, Mr. De Valera 
made two speeches, and the Volunteers are anxious to oret 
arms. Thus is. the treasonable communication proved! 
Riswm teieatis amici! The Government must be suffering » 
from shell-shock. 
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he Executive of Sinn Fein’’ consists. ofs a definite 
publicly known body of Igish men and women with claims 
to natural rights and liberties. In its attempt to justify 
their. arrest and imprisonment the Government has made 
only one definite charge against one of them, and that is the 
crime of making two speeches. There’ is not even the 
remotest. indirect suggestion of the smallest proof that 
any one of these or any one of the deportees has had 
“negotiations ’’ with Germany. This” whole parade of 
other people’s—German subjects’—correspondence, all this 
unseemly long-winded rhetoric has nothing whatever to do 
with the issue. At the end of it all we are left, aS we were 
in the former Proclamation, with the unproved, unsupported 
allegation of a German Plot... We merely learn now that 
this precious plot has beenegoing on for three and a half 
years! . Mr. Birrell knew the plot, so did Lord Wimborne, 
so did Mr. Duke; but nothing was done. - Lord French and 
Mr. Shortt had -barely landed in Dublin when they swooped 
down. on a hundred leading Irish men and women, arrested 
them at.dead of night and transported them out-of the 
country. And allthis for a plot in its fourth year. More 
curious still, the plot is only virtwal—the ‘‘ negotiations 
have been virtually eontinued.’’ So there is no actual plot,, 
it is merely a potential plot, a plot that might be, a possible 
plot. And on account of this subtle logical entity a hundred 
actual men and’ women have been really arrested. Direct 


. “‘ communications with the enemy”’—have not been proved 
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to exist, in fact they have only: °° tended to be more direct, ee 
We shall soon be all arrested for our leanings. 
This is the final bit of news 
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A second rising in Ireland was planned for last year 
and the scheme broke down only because Germany was 
unable to send troops. This year plans for- another 
rising in connection with the German offensive onthe 
WwW estern Front were maturing and a new shipment .of 
arms “from Germany was. imminent. »An~ important 
feature m every plan was the establishment. of sub- 
marine bases in Ireland to menace the shipping of all 
nations, ™ 


Last year a rising was inaed but ‘did not happen; this 
year a-rising was: going to happen. - Nothing actual in this 
plot, it-is a‘ttssue of alleged potentialities and. possibilities. 
Not the. slightest attempt to prove even this about-to-be. 
The Government does not-even assert that it has ‘‘ plans’ 
~ in its possession. The contingent Carsonite rebellion was 

publicly avowed, armed bands were apenly paraded, Bangor 
and Larne were’ for’a day completely isolated and seized, 
the army in the Curragh was corrupted. And the English 
- + Government did absolutely nothing. The mere Irish, how- 
oe * ever, can be arrested with impunity; there is fro need to 

: trump up a charge at all. It is all automatically provided 

for in Regulation 55 D.O.R.A. 


- 


°°. Any person authorised for the purpose may arrest 
’- without warrant any person whose behaviour is of such~ 
a nature as to give reasonable grounds for suspecting 
that he has acted, is acting, or istabout to act, in a 
manner prejudicial to the public safety or the defence 
‘of the realm. : . ED eae 
This is the Government’s authority: the power-to arrest at 
sight any person suspected not only of doing anything, but 
of being about to. do something of which. the Government 


disapproves. And this being the case, the honest course 
would have been to quote this regulation and to leave the 
= matter. there... Having de facto such an.,immoral and 


tyrannical power, they should use it: without alleging any 
reasons. For, when tyranny tries to ®ppeal to reason and 
justice, it merely makes itself. more contemptible and ridi- 


4 culous. 
i Like all venemous insects, the sting of this pe lies 
‘-- in Gts tail. The hundred frish men and women now in 


English gaols wanted to establish submarine bases~ in 











: Lee 

[reland! This brilliant idea must have been the happy . 
thought of the aforesaid Castle office-boy. Ireland, devoid 
of petrol, swarming with military, police, coastguards, and 
spies, to provide submarine bases! And why? To menace 
the shipping of all nations! You can imagine the thrill of 
delightful horror with which the youthful Castle scribe, 
fresh from his penny dreadfuls, penned these words. It is 
a fitting climax to this latest edition of the Gunpowder Plot 
and Popish Conspiracy. Any missile is good .enough for 
. these bloodthirsty Irish savages. Proofs?  Hasn’t Mr. 
Lloyd George .seen ihe evidence? Hasn’t the English 
House of Commons voted by a substantial majority that he 


is not a Har? Hasn’t General Maurice been retired and 
censored ? ‘ d 


AI. Epilogue. 

In these circumstances no other course was ‘open to 
the [English] Government, if useless bloodshed was to 
be avoided and its duties to the Allies fulfilled, but to 
intern the authors and abettors of this criminal] intrigue. 

The kindhearted English Government—in other words, 
Lord French and Mr. Shortt, K-C., arriving. in hot. haste 
from London and trippire on a hoary four-year-old ‘ plot ’” 
—sought in vain for some other course; none was open. 


I weep for you, the Walrus said: 
I deeply sympathise, 
a With sobs and tears he sorted out 
Those of the largest size, ‘ 
Holding his pocket-handkerchief 
Before his streaming eyes. 


Tearfully but firmly our English rulers sorted out those of 
the largest size—and sent them to England. « Just to avoid 
useless bloodshed, to prevent these poor people from getting 
hurt. Also, of course, to fulfil its dufy to the Allies, to 
make a good impression in America at the expense of the 
bold, bad Irish whose heart was set on sumbarine-bases. 
to make canscription easier. 

The Government decided ‘‘ to intern ‘the authors and 
abettors of this criminal intrigue.’’ This last sentence is the 
gist of the whole matter; it is the real point, all the preceding 
twaddie being mer® bluff, Weigh every word carefully. 
The deportees are to be interned, not tried fairly or definitely 
charged and allowed to defend themselves, just seized by 
physical force without reasons assigned. “The authority for 
this is D.O-R.A. Even if the Government had no case 
whatever against them, they can ‘‘ legally ’’ arrest and interm 
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them. No one has any “‘legal’’ right -to demand proofs. 
Such is the Government of this country. And it does not 
fe in the mouth of anyone who acknowledges the West- 
minster Parliament to protest against such treatment. The 
Government once more reiterates that these men and women 
—not Bernsdorff nor Devoy nor anyone else—are the authors 
and abettors of some unspecified, unproved ‘‘triminal’* 
intrigue. The Government has full power to accuse and 
defame these defenceless men and women now in durance 
vile. It also has. full power to prevent anyone such as ‘the 
Present writer from fairly and openly criticising their state- 
ments. This state of affairs, it will be noticed, is the 
outcome of this great war on behalf of ofher small nationa- 
lities. I make no comment, I draw no conclusion. Tf have 
tried to speak out on behalf of justice and fair play. Let 
my countrymen be the judges. 3 

1 would like to point out in conclusien that this affair of 
deportation without trial has aspects which concern not only 





Irishmen as such, but all organised Labour. By a curious 


ceincidence the deportation was preceded by a shrieking 
speech from General Smuts—the hero of another deportation 
incident. And besides South Africa-we have the Glasgow 
precedent. The censorship was instituted to prevent military 
information from getting to the enemy; it is now openly used 
to stifle criticism and to muzzle political opponents. . The 


Defence of the Realm Regulations have also become a fertile 


source for supplying the Government with arbitrary powers 
contrary to all natural right and equity. The Government 
now has power—physical and ‘‘ legal’’—to deport and to 


-intern dangerous political opponents. Let. Labour look to 


it that this far-reaching usurpation be not extended to 
induswial opponents. If English workers tamely acquiesce 
in such immoral despotism, they will soon find that the 
tyranny which they have allowed to be used towards Ireland 
is capable of being turned against, themselves. The 
hypocrisy of English Liberals and Labour representatives in 
their attitude to the ‘oppression of Ireland, will in the end 
be their own undoing. As for ourselves, Irish: men and 
women, we do not petition the English Government, we ask 
for nothing—not even for the release of our leaders. We 


are content with depicting that Government in its true 


colours. This latest ‘* plot ’’ and its ‘‘ proof ”’ indicate once 
more to every fair-minded man that in dealing with the Irish 
Nation the English Government, true to its history and 
conscious of its alieh domination, stil] relies on force and 
fraud, is still afraid of publicity and fair play. 
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